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CALENDAR ITEM 

C50 
A 31 02/07/17 
 PRC 6927.9 
S 14 L. Pino 
 

AMENDMENT OF PERMIT 
 
PERMITEE: 

City of Reedley  
100 North East Avenue 
Reedley, CA 93654 

 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

0.158 acre, more or less, of sovereign land in the Kings River, city of Reedley, 
Fresno County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Operation and maintenance of a boat launch facility at Cricket Hollow Park. 
 
PERMIT TERM: 

49 years, beginning January 1, 1986. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public use and benefit; with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interests.  

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

Amend the permit to allow the rehabilitation and expansion of the existing boat 
launch facilities at Cricket Hollow Park, including: 
  
1. Removal of a portion of the existing boat launching ramp.  
 
2. Construction of a new boat launching ramp. 
 
3. Installation and placement of piers for a floating dock. 
 
4. Installation of riprap around completed ramp area to prevent erosion and 

to rehabilitate the previously authorized bank stabilization riprap.  
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5.  Amend General Permit – Public Agency Use to General Lease – Public 
Agency Use. 

 
All other terms and conditions of the permit shall remain in effect without 
amendment. 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION:  
 Authority: 
  Public Resources Code sections 6005, 6216, 6301, and 6501.1; 

California Code of Regulations, title 2, section 2000, subdivision (b). 
 

Public Trust and State’s Best Interests Analysis: 
On December 19, 1985, the Commission authorized a General Permit – 
Public Agency Use to the City of Reedley (City) for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Cricket Hollow Park boat launch facility. 
That permit will expire on December 31, 2034. The proposed amendment 
would allow the City to rehabilitate and expand the service area of the 
popular boat launch facility at this location. The boat launch facility is 
maintained and operated by the City has not had a major renovation since 
1985. As the only public boat launching facility on the Kings River, and 
one of the few that accommodates power boats, Cricket Hollow Park 
serves a significant recreational boating population. In addition to 
providing facilities for recreational boating, the boat launch facility also 
serves as the launching point for the Swiftwater Emergency Response 
Team maintained by the Reedley Fire Department, which provides an 
additional public safety benefit to both the water dependent recreational 
community and the regional community at large. 
 
The City, as lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), conducted an environmental analysis for the project and adopted 
a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). Many of the proposed 
improvements will increase or facilitate public access to sovereign lands. 
The boat ramp will be extended for use in low water conditions, the boat 
ramp’s design will allow silt accumulations to be removed, the project will 
include ADA accessibility features, and security lighting for the boat ramp 
and parking lot will be installed. These design elements will help promote 
fishing, kayaking, canoeing, waterskiing, and wakeboarding from the boat 
launch facility. 
 
The MND evaluated several potentially significant impacts on sovereign 
lands that can be mitigated to a less than significant level. The potential 
impacts include the removal of Mature Red River gum trees that provide 
potential roosting habitat for bats, a change in the significance of 
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previously undiscovered cultural resources, degradation of water quality 
during construction, and construction noise. The MND included mitigation 
measures to address these potentially significant impacts, and the City 
adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program pursuant to CEQA. (MMP; see 
Exhibit C, Attachment C-1). Commission staff reviewed the City’s MMP 
and included those measures applicable to the proposed lease area in the 
Commission’s MMP (see Exhibit C).  
 
The boat launch facility today shows the wear and tear of 30 years of 
steadily increased usage and the accumulation of silt under the ramps. 
The original float was built on wooden piles, which have begun to show 
the effects of time and erosion. The current facilities are no longer 
sufficient to handle the newer models of boats or the increased use of the 
facility by the public. If the facilities are not rehabilitated, they may present 
a potential safety hazard to the public. 
 
The boat launch facility has been instrumental for accommodating 
increased public access for water-oriented activities. It is one of the few 
facilities in the area that allows access to the river for the boating public. 
Since its construction, the facility has seen a steady increase in usage by 
the public for recreational boating. The proposed project is consistent with 
the common law Public Trust Doctrine because the improved facilities will 
promote and enhance public water-dependent recreation, navigation, and 
safety services. 
 
For all the reasons above, Commission staff believes the authorization of 
this permit amendment is consistent with the common law Public Trust 
Doctrine and in the best interests of the State. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. This action is consistent with Strategy 1.1 of the Commission’s Strategic 
Plan to deliver the highest levels of public health and safety in the 
protection, preservation, and responsible economic use of the lands and 
resources under the Commission’s jurisdiction; and Strategy 1.3 to 
protect, expand, and enhance appropriate public use and access to and 
along the State’s inland and coastal waterways. 

 
2. A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 2016031065, 

was prepared by the City of Reedley and approved on April 26, 2016, for 
this project. A Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted by the City of 
Reedley.  Commission staff has reviewed the documents. 
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3. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 
environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands. Based upon 
staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and through 
the CEQA review process, it is staff’s opinion that the project, as 
proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 

City of Reedley  
 
FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 
C. Mitigation Monitoring Program 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 

Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 
2016031065, and a Mitigation Monitoring Program was prepared by the 
City of Reedley and approved on April 26, 2016, for this project and that 
the Commission has reviewed and considered the information contained 
therein. 

 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C, 
attached hereto. 

 
PUBLIC TRUST AND STATE’S BEST INTERESTS: 

Find that the proposed permit amendment is consistent with the common 
law Public Trust Doctrine, and is in the best interests of the State. 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 
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AUTHORIZATION: 
Authorize the amendment of Permit No. PRC 6927.9, a General Permit – 
Public Agency Use, effective February 7, 2017, to rename it from a permit 
to a lease; and to authorize partial deconstruction of the existing boat 
launch ramp; construction of a new boat launch ramp; installation of piers 
for a floating dock; and installation of rock riprap for bank stabilization 
around new ramp area, shown on Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) 
attached and by this reference made a part hereof. 
























