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FORTY-NINTH SESSION
CHAPTER 857.

An act to amend section 2524 of the Political Code, relating
to the jurisdiction, powers and duties of the board of state
harbor commissioners or its successor.

[Approved by the Governor June 12, 1951 In effect August 14, 1931 ]
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

Secrion 1. Section 2524 of the Political Code is hereby
amended to read as follows:

2524, The commissioners shall have possession and control
of that portion of the bay of San Francisco, together with all
the improvements, rights, privileges, easements, appurtenances
connected therewith, or in anywise appertaining thereto, for
the purposes in this article provided (exeepting such parcels
thereof as are held by the lessees, or their assigns, on valid
leases, which parcels so held it is hereby made the duty of the
commissioners to take possession of, together with the improve-
ments thereon, as soon as said leases terminate, and also to see
that the lessees, or their successors or assigns, do not exercise
rights and privileges that are not conferred by said leases),
bounded as follows, to wit: Commencing at the point where
the easterly line of the Presidio reservation intersects the
water-line front, as established by the board of state tideland
comniissioners; thence easterly along said water-line front to
the center of Webster street; thence southerly along the center
of Webster street to the center of Lewis street; thence easterly
along the center of Lewis street to the center of Polk street;
thence casterly along the eenter of Jefferson street to the eenter
of Tonquin street; thence easterly along the center of Tonquin
street to the center of Larkin street; thence southerly along
the center of Larkin street to the center of Jefferson street;
thence easterly along the center of Jefferson street to the center
of Powell street; thence southerly along the center of Powell
street to the eenter of Beach street; thence easterly along the
center of Beach street to the center of Dupont street; thence
southerly along the center of Dupont street to the center of
North Point street; thence easterly along the center of North
Point street to the center of Kearny street; thence southerly
along the center of Kearny street to the center of Francisco
street: thence easterly along the center of Franciseo street to
the center of Montgomery street; thence southerly along the
center of Montgomery street to the ecenter of Chestnut street;
thenee easterly along the center of Chestnut street to the center
of Sansome street; thence southerly along the center of San-
some street to the eenter of Lombard street; thence easterly
along the center of Lombard street to the center of Battery
street; thence southerly along the center of Battery street to
the center of Greenwich street; thence easterly along the center
of Greenwich street to the center of Front street; thence

1751

Stats 1919,
p 343

Junsdietion
of harber
commis-
s1oners,



1752

Bame

STATUTES OF CALIFORNIA [Ch. 857

southerly along the center of Front street to the center of
Vallejo street; thence easterly along the center of Vallejo
street to the center of Davis street; thence southerly along the
center of Davis street to the center of Pacific street; thence
easterly along the center of Pacific street to the westerly line
of East street; thence southerly along the westerly line of East
street to the center of Folsom street; thence westerly along
the center of Folsom street to the center of Steuart street;
thence southerly along the center of Steuart street to the center
of Harrison street; thence southerly on a direct line with said
Steuart street two hundred fifty-three feet nine inches, to the
center of a street the name of which is not on the map ; thence
at right angles westerly along the center of said street to the
center of Spear street; thenee southerly along the center of
Spear street to the center of Bryant street; thence westerly
along the center of Bryant street to the center of Beale street;
thence southerly along the center of Beale street to the center
of Brannan street; thence westerly along the center of Bran-
nan street to the center of First street; thence southerly along
the center of First street to the center of Townsend street;
thence westerly along the center of Townsend street five hun-
dred fifty feet, to the center of a street the name of which is
not on a map ; thence at right angles southerly along the center
of said street to the center of King street; thence westerly
along the center of King street to the center of Second street;
thence southerly along the center of Second street to the center
of Berry street; thence westerly along the center of Berry
street to the center of Third street; thence southerly along
the center of Third street to the northerly line of Channel
street: thenee westerly along the last-mentioned line to the
easterly line of Fifth street; thence southerly along said last-
mentioned line to the southerly line of said Channel street;
thence easterly along said last-mentioned line to the center
of Kentucky street; thence southerly along the center of Ken-
tucky street to the center of Fourth street; thence along the
center of Fourth street to the center of Louisiana street;
thence southerly along the center of Louisiana street to the
center of El Dorado street: thence westerly along the center
of El Dorado street to the center of Illinois street; thence
southerly along the center of Illinois street to the center of
Solano street; thence ecasterly along the center of Solano street
to the waterfront line established by the board of state tide-
land commissioners; thence southerly along said last-mentioned
line to the center of Tulare street; thence westerly along the
center of Tulare street to the center of Texas street; thence
southerly along the center of Texas street to the center of Islais
street; thence easterly along the center of Islais street to the
center of Waterfront street; thence southerly along the center
of Waterfront street to the center of India street; thence
westerly, sontherly and easterly along the center of said India
street to the center of Waterfront street, to the center of China
street; thence westerly along the center of China street to the
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center of Third avenue; thence southerly along the center of
Third avenue to the northerly line of the property of the Cali-
fornia Dry Dock Company; thence easterly along said last-
mentioned line to the waterfront established by the board of
state tideland commissioners; thence southerly along and
around said Dry Dock Company’s land to the southeasterly cor-
ner thereof; thence westerly along the line of said land to the
center of Waterfront street; thence southerly along the center
of Waterfront street to the center of Nineteenth avenue;
thence westerly along the center of Nineteenth avenue to the
center of Dock street; thence southerly along the line of Dock
street to the center of Twenty-third avenue; thence westerly
along the center of Twenty-third avenue to the center of H
street; thence southerly along the center of H street to the
center of Twenty-fourth avenue; thence easterly along the
center of Twenty-fourth avenue to the center of Waterfront
street; thence southerly along the center of said Waterfront
street to the southern boundary of the city and county of San
Franecisco; thence along the southerly, easterly and northerly
boundary lines of said city and county to a point due north
of the place of commencement, and thence south to the place
of commencement. But no harbor embankment or seawall
shall be constructed outside of the following-named points and
lines, to wit: Commencing at the point where the eastern
boundary line of the Presidio reservation, extended in a north-
erly direction, intersects the three-fathom contour line shown
upon the chart of the United States survey, and running
thence in an easterly and southerly direction, upon straight
or curved lines, in such a manner as to approach as near as
practicable the extreme outer projections of the water-line
front, as described in an act to provide for the disposition of
certain property of the State of California, passed Mareh
twenty-sixth, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and
fifty-one, to a point at or near the intersection of Second and
Berry streets; thence continuing southerly, upon straight or
curved lines, in such a manner as to approach as near as prac-
ticable the extreme outer projections of the water-line front,
as established by the board of state tideland commissioners,
to the southerly boundary of said city and county of San
Francisco; and said commissioners, in addition to a general
control over said premises shall have authority to use for load-
ing and landing merchandise, with a right to collect dockage,
wharfage and tolls thereon, such portion of the streets of the
city and county of San Franecisco, ending or fronting upon
the waters of said bay as may be used for such purposes with-
out obstructing the same as thoroughfares; and authority to
rent an office in the city and county of San Franecisco, between
Montgomery, Market and Pacific streets and the city front;
and purchase from time to time suitable books for the records
of the secretary and accounts of the wharfingers, together with
such stationery as may be required by the board; and to fix
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and regulate, from time to time, the rates of dockage, wharf-
age, cranage. tolls and rent; and collect such an amount of
revenue therefrom as will enable the commissioners to perform
the duties required of them by authority of this article. The
commissioners shall construet such number of wharves as the
wants of commerce shall require, and shall locate such wharves
at such points and upon such lines as the board may deem
most suitable for the best interests of commerce, and shall
repair and maintain all the wharves, piers, quays, landings
and thoroughfares the wants of commerce may require, and
generally to erect all such improvements as may be necessary
for the safe landing, loading and unloading, and protection
of all classes of merchandise, and for the safety and conveni-
ence of passengers passing into and out of the city and county
of San Francisco by water. And for the purpose of repairing
said wharves, piers, quays and landings, the commissioners
are hereby authorized and empowered to purchase or construct
pile drivers, and the necessary machinery to be used there-
with, and employ men for operating the same; nor shall any
such wharf be constructed upon such place or line as will
cause any slip or dock to be less than one hundred thirty-
six feet wide at the most narrow point between the wharves.
The commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered to
purchase or construet works for preserving piles and timber,
and the necessary machinery to be used therewith, and operate
said works, and for that purpose to employ men and purchase
chemieals, or such other materials as may be necessary for the
preserving of piles and timber. The purchase of chemicals
can be made without advertising for proposals therefor. When
they determine that a new wharf shall be erected, or any other
necessary improvement construeted, or repairs made, or dredg-
ing machines, pile drivers, seows, steam tugs, or any necessary
machinery or material obtained, the costs of whieh shall exceed
three thousand dollars, they shall advertise for sealed proposals
for a period not less than ten days, in one or more of the daily
newspapers in the city and county of San Francisco. Every
proposal shall be accompanied by a certified check for an
amount equal to five per cent of the amount of such proposal,
such check to be made payable to the order of the secretary of
said board; conditioned, if the proposal is accepted and the
contract awarded, and if the bidder shall fail or neglect to exe-
cute the econtract and give the bond required within six days
after the award is made, in that case, the said sum mentioned
in said check shall he paid into the state treasury by said sec-
retary, as liquidated damages for such failure and neglect, as
a portion of the San Francisco harbor improvement fund.
Such advertisement shall contain a general deseription of the
work to he done, the material to be used, the place where to
be used, and must refer to specifications, which must contain
a full and accurate description of the work to be performed,
the material to be used, and where it is to be used; which
specifications shall be kept in the office of the secretary of the
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hoard in such manner that all persons may inspeet the same
during the usual business hours of all days except Sundays
and holidays. On a day named in the advertisement, the com-
missioners shall open the bids in the presence of such bidders
as are present, and award the contract to the lowest bidder,
who shall furnish sufficient sureties to guarantee the perform-
ance of the work. If, in the opinion of the commissioners, the
hids are too high, they may reject them, and advertise anew
in like manner as before. If, in the opinion of the commis-
sioners, the second bids are too high, they may reject them
likewise, and enter into contraet with responsible parties with-
out giving further notice. Any contract entered into without
giving public notice and receiving bids, must be at least
ten per cent lower than the lowest rejeeted bid. The board
may construet such harbor embankment or seawall as shall be
necessary to protect the harbor of San Francisco, and dredge
such number of slips and docks as the commerce of the port
of San Francisco may require, to a depth that will admit of
the easy and free ingress and egress of all classes of water-
craft that load and discharge cargoes at the wharves, piers.
quays, landings, and thoroughfares in the harbor of San Fran-
cisco; to perform which dredging the board of state harbor
commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered to pur-
chase or construct dredging machines, scows, steam tugs, and
the necessary machinery, and employ men for operating the
same When any portion of the premises deseribed in this
article shall be dredged, the sand, mud, or other substance
shall be deposited in a place designated by the board, in not
less than fifteen fathoms of water.

Provided that the board of state harbor commissioners may
enter mto an agreoment with the owner of any property, lving
adjacent to the waterfront property under the jurisdietion of
the state harbor commission, for the pnrpose of determining
the precise location of any seawall, thereafter to be huilt,
adjacent to or upon sueh privatelv owned property and may
accept erants of land from such private property owners in
consideration thereof  When <uch agreement has been entered
into between the owner of the property adjacent to the water-
front property under the jurisdietion of the harbor ecommis-
sion. and the State of California through the state harbor
commission in pursuance to the language of this aet, such
determination of the locatron shall be binding on all succeeding
boards of harbor commissioners,

All classes of water crafr that uses or makes fast to any
wharf, pier, quay, landing, or thoroughfare, and lands upon or
loads therefrom any goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be
liable and must pay the commissioners such rates of dockage as
shall be fixed by authority of this article: and all such water
eraft as shall discharge or receive any goods, wares, or mer-
chandi«e, while moored in any slip, dock or basin within the
jurisdiction of the commissioners, shall pay one-half the reg-
ular rates of Jdockage. Any water eraft that shall leave any
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wharf, pier, quay, landing, thoroughfare, slip, dock, or basin,
unless forced to do so by stress of weather, without first paying
the dockage due from such vessel, shall be liable to pay double
the regular rates. The charge for wharfage and tolls shall
be a lien upon all goods, wares and merchandise landed upon
any of the wharves, piers, quays, landings or thoroughfares
upon the premises described in this article; and the commis-
sioners, their agents or lessees, may hold possession of any such
goods, wares, or merchandise so landed as aforesaid, to secure
the payment of such wharfage and tolls; and for the purpose
of such lien are deemed to have possession of such goods, wares
and merchandise so landed until such charge for wharfage and
tolls are paid. The commissioners shall have power to make
reasonable rules and regulations conecerning the eontrol and
management of the property of the state which is intrusted
to them by virtue of this article, and said commissioners are
hereby authorized and required to make, without delay, and
from time to time, and publish not less than thirty days in a
daily newspaper of general circulation published in the city
and county of San Francisco, all needful rules and regunlations
not inconsistent with the laws of the state or of the United
States in relation to the mooring and anchoring of vessels in
said harbor, providing and maintaining free, open, and unob-
structed passageways for steam ferryboats and other steamers
navigating the waters of the bay of San Francisco and the
fresh-water tributaries of said bay so that such steamers can
conveniently make their trips without impediment from ves-
sels at anchor or other obstacles. And said commissioners
may also make all needful rules and regulations governing the
removal of such vessels from the wharves and other landings,
and from slips and docks as are not engaged in receiving or
discharging eargo, prescribing the time during which goods,
wares, and merchandise landed upon any wharf, pier, quay,
landing, or thoroughfare shall be permitted to remain thereon,
and may divide the same into several classes, and may, by such
rules and regulations, provide that in case any sueh goods,
wares, or merchandise remain upon any wharf, pier, guay,
landing, or thoroughfare beyond the term so preseribed, the
respective wharfinger may, under the order of the commission-
ers, remove and deposit the same in a suitable place, at the
charce, risk, and expense of the owner thereof. When any
goods, wares, or merchandise shall have remained upon any
w ha1t pier, quay, landmg, or thoroughfare more than twenty-
four hom the commissioners may, in their discretion, char 'ge
such additional rates for each subsequent day as in their opin-
1on is just and equitable. The commissioners may, in their
discretion, set apart and assign for the exclusive use of the
water craft used by the officers of the federal government, such
convenient and safe landings as such officers may require,
together with suitable premises near such landings as may be
set apart and assigned for their use, upon which premises such
officers may cause to be erected offices and storehouses to suit
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their convenience; and the commissioners shall charge a rea-
sonable compensation per month for the use of such landings
and office and storehouse premises; set apart and assign a suit-
able and proper locality for the use of the harbor police of the
city and county of San Francisco, and also a suitable place for
a boathouse station, for the exclusive use of the quarantine
and health officers of said city and county, without compensa-
tion ; set apart and assign, for the exclusive use of steam ferry-
boats, snitable slips, in which such structures may be erected
as will secure the safe and convenient landing of passengers
and safe landing and delivery of freight; set apart and assign
suitable wharves, berths, or landings for the exclusive use of
vessels; to construct suitable sheds, gates and other temporary
structures as may be necessary for the safe and convenient
landing of passengers and safe landing and delivery of freight;
and set apart and assign, for the sole and exclusive use of the
fishermen of the city and county of San Francisco, such place
or places as the said commissioners shall deem proper, suf-
ficient, and adapted for the requirements and necessities of
said fishermen: provided, the premise« set apart by said com-
missioners shall be used only for the legitimate business of said
fishermen, and for no other purpose; and provided, said com-
mission shall charge said fishermen for the use thereof such
rates as said commission shall fix from time to time. The com-
missioners may assign suitable places for the landing of horses,
cattle, sheep, swine; and when such places have been assigned,
it shall be a misdemeanor for a commander of any water craft
to land any greater number than ten at any one time from any
water craft at any other place. The commissioners may set
apart, for the uses and purposes of dry doeks and marine rail-
ways, such portions of the waterfront northwesterly of the
northerly end of Kearny street, and southerly of the easterly
end of Solano street, as the wants of commerce may require.
The commissioners shall not have the right to renew any lease,
or to lease any premises under their control for any purpose
whatever, except as otherwise specially provided, but they may
permit any property under their control to be used by any
corporation, firm, association, person, or ecompany, but in no
case shall any corporation, firm, association, person, or com-
pany en]ov the use of any of the property under the commis-
sioners’ charge, except such use as shall be terminated as herein
provided ; and the said commissioners may condemn, purchase,
aud pay # reasonable compensation for such structures as may
have heen erected upon the said premises, which structures, in
the opinion of the board and engineer may be useful for such
commercial purposes as this article is intended to promote.
No person or company shall land or remove any goods, wares
or merchandise, or other things, upon or from any wharg, pler
quay, landlng, or thmouohfare situated upon the premises
deseribed in this artiele; nor shall any corporation, firm, asso-
ciation, company or person collect dockage, wharfage, cranage,
or toll within the boundaries of the premises deseribed in this

1757

Harbor
police, quar-
antine, ete

Fishermen.

Live stock.

Marine
railways

Leases.

Permission
to dock



Tracks, etc

Obstruc-
tions

QTATUTER OF CALIFORNIA [Ch. 857

article, without first obtaining permission to do so from said
commissioners. Any use permitted of the property by the
commissioners may be terminated at any time by them, on
thirty days’ previous notice to the party or parties so using
the same. Said board may, when the wants of commerce
require, lay down such number of tracks along and on any
portion of said waterfront as may be necessary to meet such
wants, and permit the use thereof to any corporation or asso-
ciation. or any person or persons, under such rules, regula-
tions, and at such compensation as said board may determine;
and make such agreements with persons, firms and corpora-
tions owning spur or industry tracks relative to the use by the
state of such tracks as said hoard may determine to be neces-
sary; provided, that no special privileges shall be awarded
thereon to any corporation, association, person or persons; pro-
vided, that nothing herein shall apply to or restrict the use
of any premises leased for terminal facilities under or by
reason of an act of the Legislature entitled ‘‘ An act to amend
an act entitled ‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to
amend section 6 of an act entitled ‘ An act concerning the water-
front of the city and county of San Franciseo,” approved
March 15, 1878, and to confer further powers upon the board
of state harbor commissioners,”” approved March 17, 1880,’
approved Mareh 19, 1839, conferring further powers upon said
board,”” approved March 26, 1895, and which has not been
declared forfeited by the board of harbor commissioners; and
provided, further, that switeches from said railroad track or
tracks may, with the permission of said board, and under the
limitations and conditions of this act, be constructed by cor-
porations, or any person or persons, leading to any warehouse
or place of business. Nor shall any person or company place, or
cause to he placed, any obstructions in that portion of the
bay of San Franeiseco described in this article, nor upon any
wharf, pier, quay, landing, or thoroughfare, without the con-
~ent of the board. Whenever any wharf, pier, quay, landing,
or thoroughfare in the harbor of San Franciseo shall be incum-
bered, or their free use interfered with, by goods, wares, mer-
chandise, or other substance, whether loose, or built upon, or
fixed to any such wharf, pier, quay, landing, or thoroughfare,
it shall be the duty of the commissioners to notify, in writing
(which service may be served by a wharfinger, or the secretary
or assistant seeretary of the board), the owner, agent, or ocecu-
pant, or person placing or keeping such obstruction thereon,
to remove the same within twenty-four hours after the serving
of such notice; and in case of failure to comply with such
notice, and remove such obstructions, the owner, agent, occu-
pant, or person notified shall be liable to pay the commissioners
the sum of twenty-five dollars for each and every day during
which such obstruction shall remain upon any such wharf,
pier, quay, landmg, or thoroughfare; and the commissioners
shall have power, in their diseretion, to remove any such
incumbering substance, and store the same in any suitable,
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convenient, and safe place, and a sum equal to the amount of
the expenses of the removal, together with all other necessary
charges, shall be paid by the owner of such incumbering
substance to the commissioners, and such sum and necessary
charges shall be a lien on such substance until paid. Dockage
shall not be colleeted on any vessel lying at anchor outside of
dock, wharf, or slip. Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as authorizing the board of harbor commissioners to
construct any railroad along and upon any open canal extend-
ing inland from said waterfront. But said harbor commis-
sioners may, when a waterfront railroad shall be constructed
by them, construct the same across the outlet of such open
canal.

Sec. 2. Wherever the term ‘‘board of state harbor com-
missioners,”’ ‘‘board,’’ ‘‘commissioners’’ or any other term
designating the board of state harbor commissioners is used
in this act, it shall be deemed and construed to mean and
include any successor to the board of state harbor commis-
sioners.
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